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Program takes civics education to the next
level
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In August, a free resource was announced for high school teachers who will now be able to help children explore and
understand Australia’s democratic freedoms.
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The Story of Our Rights and Freedoms curriculum unit was created through a unique partnership between education not-
for-pro�t Cool Australia and the Australian Human Rights Commission (AHRC).

The 18-lesson unit for Year 7-10 will broaden students’ understanding of democracy and its function throughout history
with captivating curriculum for history and civics and citizenship classes.

Below, The Educator speaks to Chris Vella, the head of education at Cool Australia, to �nd out more.

TE: In your view, do young Australians know enough about democracy? If not, is it a matter of apathy or lack of
education? 
CV: We believe that students can never know too much about democracy if they are to become active and informed
citizens. Through the success of a previous unit of work that we partnered with the Australian Human Rights Commission
to create, Magna Carta, we have seen that students and teachers are seeking out engaging content in this area. This is
why we have continued this partnership to create 18 free lessons that explore key features of the Australian government,
and how those systems act to protect the rights and freedoms of all Australians.

TE: What are the most signi�cant bene�ts of The Story of Our Rights and Freedoms for school students within a civics
context? 
CV: These free resources are the best of both worlds. The expertise of the Australian Human Rights Commission �ltered
through the educational experience of Cool Australia. These curriculum linked-resources support students from years 7-
10 to building a critical understanding of human rights and responsibilities, and to develop the knowledge, attitudes and
skills to apply human rights in everyday life.

TE: I understand that this resource also helps to improve students’ 21st century skills. Can you tell us more about this? 
CV: Because we believe that they will be highly important to students throughout their whole lives, including in their future
careers, all Cool Australia resources address a range of 21st Century skills. Since the Story of Our Rights and Freedoms
lessons are based around such complex multifaceted topics they really complement 21st Century skills such as creative
thinking, empathy, problem solving and cultural understanding. Each Story of Our Rights and Freedoms lesson involves a
range of dynamic activities that will have students communicating, collaborating, and taking initiative to becomes more
engaged citizens.
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A 'whole-school approach to student wellbeing'
1 comment • 4 months ago

Natalie @ Be Kind 2 You — Fantastic Work!! We need to see more of
this within schools.

Studies reveal the benefits of preschool
1 comment • 3 months ago

John Wright — We need to remember , however, that it is a time for
personal develop - and not necessarily academic skills. In fact, this
can be dangerous to push academics too soon. There are highly …

Are teachers more likely to quit under female leaders?
1 comment • 2 months ago

Mary Jane Rottenkrotch — One possibility is that female principals
need to accommodate their male teacher's needs better. I don't
think that you will hear that possibility offered. And they wonder why

Opinion: Rearranging the education chairs on the Titanic
1 comment • 3 months ago

Alex Jenkins — Great opinion piece that definitely has some fairly
obvious truths behind it.And while I do agree that decisions, far to
often, are being made by bureaucrats, the remaining stakeholders

ALSO ON THE EDUCATOR ONLINE

0 Comments The Educator Online Login1

t Tweet f Share Sort by Best

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS 

Name

 Start the discussion…

?

Be the first to comment.

Subscribe✉ Disqus' Privacy PolicyPrivacy PolicyPrivacy�

 Recommend

AU Asia (/asia)

AU Asia (/asia)

 
(/au)



https://disq.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theeducatoronline.com%2Fau%2Fnews%2Fa-wholeschool-approach-to-student-wellbeing%2F255103&key=55YyOyUtPhba3XC8fjc6Mg
https://disq.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theeducatoronline.com%2Fau%2Fnews%2Fa-wholeschool-approach-to-student-wellbeing%2F255103&key=55YyOyUtPhba3XC8fjc6Mg
https://disq.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theeducatoronline.com%2Fasia%2Fnews%2Fstudies-reveal-the-benefits-of-preschool%2F256538&key=_nbYie94OepfofctNnyDvw
https://disq.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theeducatoronline.com%2Fasia%2Fnews%2Fstudies-reveal-the-benefits-of-preschool%2F256538&key=_nbYie94OepfofctNnyDvw
https://disq.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theeducatoronline.com%2Fasia%2Fnews%2Fare-teachers-more-likely-to-quit-under-female-leaders%2F257864&key=69-pfKFRlVTupN--Vwej8A
https://disq.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theeducatoronline.com%2Fasia%2Fnews%2Fare-teachers-more-likely-to-quit-under-female-leaders%2F257864&key=69-pfKFRlVTupN--Vwej8A
https://disq.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theeducatoronline.com%2Fau%2Fnews%2Fopinion-rearranging-the-education-chairs-on-the-titanic%2F256368&key=zYI43A61He28tVWaQWzJ-A
https://disq.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theeducatoronline.com%2Fau%2Fnews%2Fopinion-rearranging-the-education-chairs-on-the-titanic%2F256368&key=zYI43A61He28tVWaQWzJ-A
https://disqus.com/home/forums/theeducatoronline/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/466259-privacy-policy
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvqWEDbwj3O-jFbd6XUNMDXpc6k3A-PqQQao6Evvr1BIGd9qy4CRh4UNnNXTKVY_lEq_5r5xaANWiWvowv6w5iSLz1kkuFeglev_5Ro98IznaIvtSn9S6RMvv4xNnW2LgePwnoQc0uCSqa7R4IGaZN7y8L8skm18cUG-kN6lRGkiy06iIKuDpzo4E7tbsuQx86yozP57YQzTJFjmiicVPa6uVGE4ppKnsDF1NqNDmdtOzHj1blLMbNHSGNFMWOetsn6-MDCuxTG&sai=AMfl-YSBZqXhuUIQLG7JfghI8G83ktEPlqwIPKSFnmEa9sGSwKSk4p7aNWTI_HzPcYek3GscDBlTjBfnxUpvpZALXO5fYOUKzGXA4APVOakm_FGQCyqZefHd9VskWac&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDh-MsFG9YQF&adurl=http://educatormasterclass.com/mentalhealth/index.php&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y
https://www.theeducatoronline.com/asia
https://www.theeducatoronline.com/asia
https://www.theeducatoronline.com/au


15/01/2019 Program takes civics education to the next level | The Educator Australia

https://www.theeducatoronline.com/au/news/program-takes-civics-education-to-the-next-level/254959?fbclid=IwAR3RioiGp5hMmCx6cEIx1Da9iAAM3LCH4… 4/4

Companies (/au/companies) People (/au/people) About us (/au/about-us) Privacy (/au/privacy) Terms of use (/au/terms-of-use)
Contact us (/au/contact-us) RSS  (/au/rss)

 (https://www.facebook.com/TheEducatorAU/) (https://twitter.com/TheEducatorAU)

 (https://plus.google.com/+EducatoronlineAu) (https://www.linkedin.com/company/13601898)

Copyright © 2019 Key Media

AU Asia (/asia)

 
(/au)



https://www.theeducatoronline.com/au/companies
https://www.theeducatoronline.com/au/people
https://www.theeducatoronline.com/au/about-us
https://www.theeducatoronline.com/au/privacy
https://www.theeducatoronline.com/au/terms-of-use
https://www.theeducatoronline.com/au/contact-us
https://www.theeducatoronline.com/au/rss
https://www.facebook.com/TheEducatorAU/
https://twitter.com/TheEducatorAU
https://plus.google.com/+EducatoronlineAu
https://www.linkedin.com/company/13601898
https://www.theeducatoronline.com/asia
https://www.theeducatoronline.com/au

