
Better Life Index

unevenly and that other measures like life expectancy and education needed to be considered to  
determine the extent to which economic growth was contributing to social progress. In 2011 the 
OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) introduced the Better Life Index.

The OECD initially formed in response to the need to create a cooperative effort to carry out  
repair and restoration damage in Europe after WWII but has since become a leading body in  
encouraging international cooperation in meeting global economic and social development goals.   

Their goal for the The Better Life Index is that it “focuses on developing statistics to capture aspects of 
life that matter to people and that shape the quality of their lives. This allows for a better understanding of 
what drives the well-being of people and nations, and what needs to be done to achieve greater progress 
for all”.

This index provides a comparison between member countries based on 11 topics identified as  
essential to ‘quality of life’. These topics include: housing, education, environment and civic  
engagement. This information is displayed in an impressive, student-friendly website which includes 
a detailed explanation of the implications of the various indicators for each country.

Visit the Better Life Index: www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org

For more information on how you can help our environment, or to make  
some suggestions of your own, please go to www.coolaustralia.org

The most recognised way of measuring a  
country’s level of wealth and economic progress is by  
calculating its Gross Domestic Product or GDP. The 
GDP of a country represents the total dollar value of 
all goods and services produced over a specific time 
period. GDP provides an indication of the size of a 
nation’s economy.

In 1990 the United Nations Development  
Program introduced the Human Development  
Index (HDI). This index came about because there  
was a growing concern that the benefits of an  
expanding economy were generally distributed 


