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 Lesson 
Sequence 

Quick Summary 
Suggested 

time: 
Key ideas explored Curriculum 

Mapping 

The Oasis - HPE 
- Years 9 & 10 - 
Tuning In to 
Youth 
Homelessness. 

 

Students complete a see, think, feel and wonder task 
while watching the opening sequence of THE OASIS. 
Students consider the factors surrounding the issue 
of youth homelessness through a teacher led class 
discussion and written reflection. 

60 mins. 

•   Youth homelessness is often invisible. 

•   There are several different ways to view an issue. 

•   There are a range of socio-economic factors may 
influence youth homelessness. 

(ACPPS098) 
(ACPPS092) 

The Oasis - HPE 
- Years 9 & 10 - 
Tuning In to 
Youth 
Homelessness 
2. 

 

Students explore what it means to be homeless and 
engage in activities that help them differentiate 
between a home, house and a shelter. Students 
watch part two of THE OASIS and reflect on the 
circumstances that homeless young people face that 
may impact on their health and safety. Students then 
complete a short reflection where they agree or 
disagree with a series of statements posed about 
homeless young people. 

 

60 mins. 

•   There are differences in meanings between the 
terms 'house', 'home' and 'shelter'.  

•   There are differences between being houseless 
and homeless. 

•   The accommodation available to a person may 
have a significant impact o their health and well 
being. 

(ACPPS091) 
(ACPPS089) 

(ACPPS096) 
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The Oasis - HPE 
- Years 9 & 10 - 
Bursting 
Stereotypes. 

Students identify stereotypes about homelessness 
and reflect on the negative impacts that this may 
have on access to health services for people 
experiencing homelessness. They complete a table 
where they look at views that may be responsible for 
perpetuating particular stereotypes about 
homelessness. Students then ‘burst’ the stereotypes 
by physically popping balloons.  

60 mins. 

•   Negative stereotypes are sometimes attached to 
people experiencing homelessness. 

•   A more realistic view of the problem of youth 
homelessness is needed to help address the issue. 

•   There are many ways to challenge negative 
stereotypes about youth homelessness. 

(ACPPS093) 
(ACPPS098) 

(ACPPS089) 
(ACPPS090) 

The Oasis - HPE 
- Years 9 & 10 - 
The Realities of 
Youth 
Homelessness. 

Students explore the concept of couch surfing, and 
reflect on the situation faced by many young people 
who are experiencing homelessness. They explore 
the idea that couch surfing is an unstable form of 
accommodation and consider other, more long-term 
solutions to youth homelessness. Students then 
create an advertisement raising awareness about 
youth homelessness to encourage support for young 
people experiencing homelessness. 

60 mins. 

•   Negative stereotypes are sometimes attached to 
people experiencing homelessness. 

•   A more realistic view of the problem of youth 
homelessness is needed to help address the issue. 

•   There are many ways to effectively challenge and 
address negative stereotypes about youth 
homelessness. 

(ACPPS095)  
(ACPPS091) 
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The Oasis - HPE 
- Years 9 & 10 - 
Examining the 
Factors that 
Shape Us. 

Students examine the effect that different events and 
influences have upon the personal circumstances of 
individuals. They reflect upon the experiences and 
circumstances that have shaped them personally and 
track a character, noting the personal circumstances 
that are influential throughout their story. Students 
then complete a Future Wheel to analyse how the 
experiences of a character have influenced their 
health and wellbeing. Students examine the 
underlying root causes of homelessness that require 
acknowledgement for the issue to be effectively 
addressed. 

60 mins. 

•   There are several unique causes and 
consequences of youth homelessness. 

•   Homelessness can adversely affect young people 
on a day-to-day and long-term basis. 

•   There are many influences in the formation of a 
person’s identity. 

(ACPPS089) 
(ACPPS092) 

(ACPPS098) 

 

The Oasis - HPE 
- Years 9 & 10 - 
Building 
Empathy and 
Understanding. 

Students watch Part 8 of THE OASIS and identify the 
social and emotional challenges that young people 
experiencing homelessness face. Students empathise 
with a character’s experience of homelessness by 
assuming his or her persona, and create a Facebook 
profile based on the perspective of their chosen 
character. Students complete a reflection activity 
that explores the emotional toll that being homeless 
takes. 

60 mins. 

•   Homelessness can impact on an individual’s health 
and wellbeing. 

•   Students examine a more realistic view of 
homelessness. 

•   There are ways to effectively address and 
challenge negative stereotypes about youth 
homelessness.  

(ACPPS094) 
(ACPPS089)  

(ACPPS094) 
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The Oasis - HPE 
-Years 9 & 10 - 
Appreciating 
the Financial 
Realities. 

Students understand that there are many 
challenging factors related to homelessness, 
including financial stability. Students identify how an 
individual can find themselves in financial crisis 
considering the basic costs associated with living on 
the street for a night. Students identify the financial 
and emotional costs faced by the characters of THE 
OASIS as they watch Part 6 and 7of the film. Students 
then research support available for people 
experiencing homelessness in their state. 

90 mins. 

•   Students understand that homelessness is often 
severely impacted by an individual's financial 
resources. 

•   Students explore options for accessing support in 
their state. 

•   Students evaluate the impact that financial stress 
can have on emotional wellbeing. 

(ACPPS098) 
(ACPPS091) 

(ACPPS095) 

 

The Oasis - HPE 
- Years 9 & 10 - 
Learning How 
to Offer Help.  

Students identify the causes of youth homelessness 
and consider the early warning signs that a person 
may display if they are at risk of becoming homeless. 
They engage in a sticky-note brainstorm activity to 
identify the factors that can influence healthy 
decision-making and healthy behaviours. Students 
watch Part 9 of THE OASIS and identify 
environmental risk and protective factors. Students 
then use the Reach Out website to research options 
for supporting an at-risk friend and suggest ways to 
respond to negative influences on their friend’s 
health and well being. 

60 mins. 

•   The factors that can influence healthy decision-
making and behaviours. 

•   Warning signs associated with youth 
homelessness. 

•   Decision-making and problem-solving skills 
required when acting to enhance their own and 
others’ health, safety and wellbeing. 

 

(ACPPS090) (ACPPS091) 

(ACPPS092) 
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The Oasis - HPE 
- Years 9 & 10 - 
Identifying 
Support 
Networks. 

Students examine Part 10 of THE OASIS and consider 
the support characters are provided and the traits of 
supportive adults. In small groups, students 
brainstorm the trusted adults in their lives and the 
qualities that make them trustworthy. Students then 
independently complete a Who, What, Why, How 
table to identify the important and supportive 
people in their lives. Lastly, students reflect on their 
chosen influential adult and write a script outlining a 
conversation they may have if they were 
approaching them for support. 

60 mins. 

•   There are often several people who can help 
provide advice and support when challenges arise. 

•   The role of a trusted adult in providing support 
and advice when helping a friend. 

(ACPPS089) 
(ACPPS090) 

(ACPPS091) 
(ACPPS094) 

The Oasis - HPE 
- Years 9 & 10 - 
Understanding 
Social 
Enterprise. 

Students read through a news article and create a 
series of questions based on what they find out 
about the concept of social enterprise. Students 
research an existing social enterprise and reflect on 
how it could improve the health of young people 
experiencing homelessness. Students then plan their 
own social enterprise for homeless youth. 

60 mins. 

•   How community action initiatives improve the 
well being of young people. 

•   A community approach is often useful in 
addressing social issues. 

(ACPPS096) 
(ACPPS097) 
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The Oasis - HPE 
- Years 9 & 10 - 
Considering the 
Issues. 

 

The Oasis - HPE 
- Years 9 & 10 - 
Planning 
Action. 

 

The Oasis - HPE 
- Years 9 & 10 - 
Taking Action. 

This extended lesson is intended to encourage 
students to participate in a social action activity to 
increase their awareness of youth homelessness 
within the community. In addition, this lesson 
encourages students to participate in social action 
that promotes the health of the wider community 
and increases social connection. Students will have 
the opportunity to plan and implement a strategy to 
enhance health and wellbeing. The time spent on 
completing this task will need to be determined by 
each individual teacher. 

Part 1: 90 
mins. 

 

Part 2: 90 
mins. 

 

Part 3: 120 
mins + 
time 
required to 
carry out 
projects. 

•   Homelessness is an issue that can be faced by 
young people. 

•   The reasons that young people experience 
homelessness are varied. 

•   The issue of homelessness is multi-faceted and 
complicated. 

•   Students can make positive change in their own 
world. 

(ACPPS097) 
(ACPPS096) 

 


