
wetland ecosystem interactions

As you sit there you see turtles, moorhens and coots moving in and out of the 
reeds and grass, feeding on them and using them as shelter. The moorhens also 
venture out across the water lilies, eating them as they go. From your previous visits 
to the wetland you know that the water lilies are home to numerous insects that lay 
their eggs on the undersides of the leaves. 

As your eyes sharpen you notice dragonflies skimming across the water, eating the 
insects that gather on and around the water lilies. You also see snails creeping 
across the water lilies and the green algae that covers the rocks submerged in the 
water. There are turtles feeding on the green algae too, and looking closely you see 
other algae and plankton floating in the water. Water fleas and mosquito  
wrigglers are feeding on the plankton. There are small fish, water beetles and 
shrimp feeding on the water fleas, while the water beetles are also feasting on the 
mosquito wrigglers. The small fish are finding other things to eat too: pollen sacs 
from the ribbon weed growing in the water. 

When you’ve been here at night you have seen frogs emerge to eat water beetles 
and mosquito wrigglers. During the day however, the frogs are hunted by snakes 
that also seek out small fish and water beetles. Herons prefer to snack on the large 
fish, snails and water beetles. Occasionally you have seen ibis, wading through the 
shallow waters and along the shore, looking for any sort of insect.

Imagine the following…

You are sitting quietly at the edge of a 
wetland. A warm wind blows, carrying the 
sound of the rustling leaves of trees around 
the wetland and the birds that live in these 
trees. The wetland is ringed by reeds and 
grasses, and where the water is deeper 
there are water lilies. Between this greenery 
you occasionally see a sparkle of water as it 
catches the sun. 


