
WHAT IS SATIRE? 



Satire is a technique of humour that pokes fun at people, situations and 
events.  
 
It is used by authors (satirists) to expose and criticise an element of 
society by using humour, irony, exaggeration or ridicule.  
 
It might be exposing or criticising foolishness, corruption, decision-
making or social patterns or trends.  
 
By exposing and criticising its target, it aims to enlighten audiences and 
position them to come to a new understanding about the topic. 
 
 
(adapted from: http://literarydevices.net/satire/)  



PURPOSE 
 

Not always to incite laughter. 
 
Satire can sometimes be controversial, deliberately provoking shame or 
anger about an issue.  

 
By using techniques of satire, authors can aim to educate, inform or 
persuade readers to adopt a particular view about an issue. 



THINK: What is the subject of the satire and what is the purpose or message 
in each of these texts? 

Some famous satirical texts include: 

Chris Lilley productions such as Summer Heights High and We Can Be Heroes 

Zoolander (Ben Stiller, 2001) 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Mark Twain, 1884) 

Dilbert (comic strip by Scott Adams) 

The Simpsons (created by Matt Groening) 

The Daily Show with Jon Stewart or The Colbert Report 

(news satire texts) 
 



Political cartoons are some of the most popular 
and prolific satirical texts in contemporary 
media. 



Consider what these two cartoons are really saying about Facebook: 
What makes you say this? 

From: http://kyklodiwkton.blogspot.com.au/2016/06/facehook.html  



Cartoon Satire 
Cartoons are a clever way to make insightful or profound observations 
about daily life, politics, social trends and values, and in doing so, 
highlighting our strengths, weaknesses or flaws. 
 
Editorial or political cartoons are usually published in newspapers and 
online and present a message about a current issue.  
 
Having some understanding of the political context or background to 
the issue that cartoon is about is necessary if audiences are to 
understand the message (and therefore agree or disagree with it). 



Consider this cartoon: 
What is it saying about power? 
How do you know, or what makes you say this? 

From: https://kitwalkermusic.wordpress.com/2016/02/15/every-volt-counts-your-attention-is-your-current-see/  



Common Techniques of Satire: 

Technique Explanation 

EXAGGERATION Enlarging or showing something beyond what is normal so that it is ridiculed and its faults or distinguishing 
features are clear. Caricature is an example of exaggeration. 

SYMBOLISM Using simple objects, or symbols, to stand for concepts or ideas. The specific object has particular associations. 
For example a cigar could symbolise wealth or status or corruption, a pen could symbolise the power of words.  

INCONGRUITY Presents things together that seem out of place or ridiculous when combined with their surroundings. Irony is 
similar in this context. 

PARODY Imitates the techniques or style of some person, place, program or thing. Parody is a form of mimicry and is 
done with some additional, deliberate use of humour. 

ALLUSION Reference to another well-known text or knowledge to rapidly engage the viewers’ pre-existing knowledge and 
thus relies on being ‘in the know’ in order to understand the reference being made.  



Consider this political cartoon about asylum seekers in the Australian political 
context then respond to the questions: 

From: http://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/columnists/can-houston-package-stop-the-boats/story-e6frg74x-1226450403050  



1.  What prior knowledge about Australian politics is needed to understand this cartoon? 

2.  Who is represented by the three figures on the left? 

3.  Who is represented by the figure speaking (on the right)? 

4.  What policy is being referred to in the cartoon, and how do you know this? 

5.  What is the message and how are you positioned by the cartoon to respond? 

	  
	  



All political cartoons are composed of a combination of certain 
features in order to make meaning and send a message. 
 
 
The diagram on the next slide identifies the key features that 
political cartoonists use to create their message and comment on 
particular issues.  
 



Visual Elements 
(caricature, settings, expressions, 
costume/clothing, symbols, size of 

figures) 

Cultural Context 
(social or political issues, where 
it was published, subject matter, 
insider/cultural knowledge and 

understanding) 

Written Elements 
(captions, puns, sarcasm, 

exaggeration/hyperbole, speech) 

MEANING AND MESSAGE IS MADE AND 
UNDERSTOOD  


