
SPECS/SLIMS Framework
SPECS/SLIMS KEY QUESTIONS NOTES AND ANALYSIS

Subject matter What event, situation, issue or experience 
does the poem describe, examine or deal 
with?

Purpose
(Theme)

What is the poet’s purpose in writing this 
– what message does the poet want to 
communicate to the audience?

Emotion 
(Mood)

What is the main emotion, feeling or 
mood of the poem? 
Does the mood seem to change during 
the poem? What effect does this have 
and why?
What emotions or feelings is the poet  
trying to evoke in the audience?

Craftsmanship
(SLIMS)

* Structure

This is the use of poetic devices. 
How does the poet achieve the effect? 
What specific devices or techniques have 
they used in the poem, and what is the 
effect of these on meaning?

How is the poem structured? Does it have 
stanzas with a regular number of lines, or 
is there any other interesting features of 
its structure?
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SPECS/SLIMS Framework
* Language

* Imagery

* Movement (or   
   rhythm)

* Sounds

What kind of language (or diction) is 
used? Is this language relevant to the 
subject and/or theme? What effect does 
the language have on the poem’s  
meaning and the audience?

Are there any notable examples of 
similes, metaphors, personifications or 
symbols in the poem? Any literal or  
emotive imagery that is created? What is 
their effect?

When read or spoken/performed, does 
the poem have a regular (slow or fast) 
rhythm? What is the effect of any  
rhythmic qualities?

Does the poem have any significant 
sound features, such as onomatopoeia, 
alliteration, or assonance? 
Does the poem rhyme? What are the 
effects of these features of sound on the 
meaning?

Summary What is the overall impact of the poem 
for you or other audiences? 
How successful is it as a piece of  
communication about an issue? 
Does it successfully achieve the poet’s 
purpose?
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