
option 1 - persuasive speech
Context

Throughout this unit we have been studying the experiences of people seeking asylum and the ‘stories’ 
that are inherent in these journeys and responses. We have examined how various texts communicate 
and represent these stories and how language and other features help shape meaning. 

Purpose

1. To demonstrate and apply your understanding of persuasive writing and speaking by researching, 
planning, drafting, rehearsing and delivering an effective persuasive speech. 

2. To take a stance and develop, demonstrate and apply your understanding about the challenges and 
experiences of refugees/people seeking asylum and what can be done about the associated issues. 

Task

Write a persuasive speech about a topic related to the issues of seeking asylum or refuge in Australia. 
Potential topics include (but are not limited to):
 
• Offshore detention conditions
• Legal issues and challenges
• Notion of limbo
• Refugee/Asylum Seeker contributions
• Political perspectives
• Compassion and reason

Plan your speech using a brace map like the below. In planning and drafting your persuasive speech, 
consider your role and audience carefully and use language choices accordingly. For example, are you a 
students speaking to your school’s P&C or are you a refugee advocate speaking to politicians?
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option 1 - persuasive speech
REMEMBER!

• Make sure you use a variety of persuasive devices:
• (tripling, repetition, knockdowns, comparisons, emotive language, rhetorical questions etc.)

• Consider the other language choices from the table below that can also be used in persuasive 
speeches.

Length: 4-5 minutes

Language choices that can also be used to engage audiences and persuade:

Emotive Language (strong adjectives and verbs that affect meaning when describing people, places, 
events etc., language that appeals to emotions)

Intensifiers (usually adverbs that intensify or ‘ramp up’ meaning, such as ‘extremely’, ‘mostly’ etc., e.g. 
“the outcome was entirely shocking”)

Modality (language indicating a degree or scale of certainty, such as modal verbs [can, must, would, 
could etc.] and modal adverbs [possibly, likely, definitely etc.])

Evaluative Language (language that forms judgement, either implicitly or explicitly)

Figurative devices (such as metaphors, similes, personification etc.)

Poetic language (such as alliteration, onomatopoeia, rhyme, rhythm etc.)
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