
option 2 - biographical piece
Context

Throughout this unit we have been studying the experiences of people seeking asylum and the ‘stories’ 
that are inherent in these journeys and responses. We have examined how various texts communicate 
and represent these stories and how language and other features help shape meaning. 

Purpose

1. To demonstrate and apply your understanding of biographical and reflective writing by researching, 
planning, drafting and polishing a short written biography. 

2. To develop, demonstrate and apply your understanding about the challenges and experiences of 
refugees and people seeking asylum and their contributions and achievements to Australian society. 

Task

Write a short biography for a well-known or notable Australian that tells their story of seeking asylum or 
refuge in Australia. Refer to the biographical writing factsheet below and be sure to include the 
following: 

• Basic details - name, date of birth, country, sport.
• Images and consideration of layout

• Short written biography (250 word minimum) including:
• Early life/childhood/teenage/young adult years
• Life in their home country
• Challenges faced/endured
• Refugee/asylum journey
• Accomplishments/achievements/contributions
• Goals and ambitions
• Quotes from the individual about their experience

• How their story/journey inspires hope through overcoming adversity and challenges.

Possible subjects for a short biography include (but are not limited to):

• Dr Karl Kruszelnicki (Radio and television personality/ Scientist)
• Frank Lowy (Property mogul)
• Anh Do (Comedian, author and artist)
• Les Murray (Sport)
• Majak Daw (AFL star)
• Tan Le (Innovation and Technology)
• Judy Cassab (Painter)
• Deng Thiak Adut (Former child soldier, now refugee lawyer)

Length: 600-800 words
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Biographical writing factsheet Adapted from: Senior Text Types: A Writing Guide for Students 2nd Ed. by Elli 
Housden (Farr Books, published 2013).

Defining the genre Organisation Language

• Biographies and biographical 
profiles are a story of a  
person’s life that is researched 
and written by other people. 

• Often they are written about 
famous or prominent people, 
though because it is a  
personal story, anyone can be 
the subject of biographical 
forms of writing.

• The focus of a biography is 
typically the life  
achievements,  
accomplishments and  
experiences that have shaped 
an individual’s life.

• The role of the writer is  
predominantly to inform 
their audience about the  
subject’s life. Subsequent 
purposes might be to  
entertain, inspire or  
persuade. 

• Depending on length,  
divided into chapters or  
sections.

• Can be organised  
chronologically or  
thematically.

• Significant events from the 
subject’s life usually forms 
the content.

• Formal, factual language, 
with appropriate use of 
quotes.

• Language might be  
moderated depending on the 
writer’s purpose. For  
example, selective or  
subjective language might 
be used to suit purposes to 
engage/position readers. 

• Descriptive language is used 
to engage and emphasise 
aspects of the biography.

• Written in third person in 
complete sentences.

• Past tense is common, 
though can be altered to suit 
purpose.
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