
water cycle experiment 1
The aim of this experiment is to demonstrate what happens in the clouds during the water cycle.

You will need:

• Shaving cream
• Small glass or beaker
• Medium glass or beaker
• Straw or eyedropper
• Blue food coloring
• Water
• Tablespoon

What to do:

Step 1. Add three tablespoons of water to the small glass or beaker, then add  about 10 drops of 
blue food coloring to the water.

Step 2. Add enough water to your medium glass or beaker so that the water stops two  
centimetres below the top of the glass. Now add three to five centimetres of shaving cream to the 
top of the water.  The more shaving cream you use the longer the experiment will last.

Step 3. Use your straw or eyedropper to pick up some of the blue water from the small glass 
or beaker. Hold the straw or eyedropper over the medium glass or beaker and allow drops of  
coloured water to drip into the shaving cream. NOTE: If you are using a straw, dip your straw into 
the blue water, place your finger over one end of the straw, then lift the straw out. The blue water 
will remain in the straw. You can then hold the straw over the shaving cream and lift your finger 
slowly to allow drops of blue water to drip onto the shaving cream. 

Step 4. Continue dropping the blue water onto the shaving cream until it appears to get too heavy 
for the shaving cream and starts to ‘rain’ into the water. Depending on the amount of shaving 
cream used, this could take anywhere from 40-100 drops.
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water cycle experiment 1
Post experiment questions

1. Describe what happened in this experiment.

2. Why do you think this happened?

3. How does this experiment help you to think about the water cycle, or parts of the water cycle?

4. What does this experiment have to do with the ocean? What parts of this experiment – if any – 
are representative of the ocean? 

5. How do you think this experiment could be improved?

Page 2.

© Northern Pictures and Cool Australia


