
Reading skills - further information

This lesson focuses on developing their ability to provide evidence for their responses to comprehension 
questions, building their capacity to reflect on the accuracy of their initial interpretations and build their 
ability to think metacognitively.

Metacognitive Thinking refers to the ability to think about and reflect on your own thinking. By 
prompting students to search for evidence, the lesson supports students to think about how and why they 
have drawn particular conclusions.

This lesson also develops specific skills vital to NAPLAN achievement at Year 3 level. As explained by the 
National Assessment Program (NAP):

• In Year 3, reading texts tend to have predictable text and sentence structures. Words that may be  
unfamiliar are explained in the writing or through the accompanying illustrations. Typically, these 
texts use familiar, everyday language.

At the minimum standard, Year 3 students generally make some meaning from short texts, such as stories  
and simple reports, which have some visual support. They make connections between directly stated  
information and between text and pictures. When reading simple imaginative texts, students can:

• find directly stated information
• connect ideas across sentences and paragraphs
• interpret ideas, including some expressed in complex sentences
• identify a sequence of events
• infer the writer’s feelings.
• When reading simple information texts, students can:
• find directly stated information
• connect an illustration with ideas in the text
• locate a detail in the text
• identify the meaning of a word in context
• connect ideas within a sentence and across the text
• identify the purpose of the text
• identify conventions such as lists and those conventions used in a letter.

(Source: https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/reading/minimum-standards)

In addition to this:

• The skills demonstrated in reading are dependent on the complexity and accessibility of the text. 
Typically students engage with more complex texts as their reading comprehension skills improve. 
There is a very wide range of reading ability levels at each school year level so the tests start with 
simple, short texts and get increasingly longer and harder.

(Source: https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/reading)


