
Further Information
In Year 9, reading texts include those that describe, explain, instruct, argue and narrate, often in 
combination. Texts will use less familiar vocabulary, including subject-specific words, and complex 
sentences that contain detailed information. More extensive use of figurative language is evident.

At the minimum standard, Year 9 students generally infer the main idea in more complex texts and  
connect ideas across the text. For example, students at this level identify the tone of an argument and 
infer the feelings of a character by interpreting descriptive text, figurative language and dialogue in a 
narrative.

When reading a complex narrative, students can:

• locate a directly stated detail
• connect ideas across a paragraph or across the text to interpret a description or the motivation 

of characters
• infer the main idea
• interpret and evaluate a character’s behaviour and attitude
• interpret dialogue to describe a character
• interpret the reasons for a character’s response
• connect ideas to interpret figurative language
• interpret the effect of a short sentence.

When reading a poem, students can:

• identify the main idea of the poem.

When reading a complex biographical text, students can:

• locate a directly stated idea in the text.

When reading a complex information text, students can:

• locate directly stated information
• connect ideas in the introduction of the text or in the body of the text and illustrations
• identify the main purpose of a text or an element of the text
• identify the main idea of a paragraph
• identify the purpose of a labelled diagram
• identify the intended audience of the text
• identify conventions used in a text, such as abbreviations or italics for a foreign word.

When reading a persuasive text such as an argument, students can:

• connect ideas across the text or in two arguments
• identify the tone of an argument.

Source: https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/reading/minimum-standards


