colour wheel factsheet
What is a colour wheel? - A colour wheel is a circle of colours that show us how
colours are related. They help to remind us how to mix and think about colours.

12 colours

6 colours

Primary and secondary colours
Primary colours - There are three primary colours:
red, yellow and blue. In theory, you can mix and use
these three colours to make all other colours. If you mix
the three primary colours together, you would be able to
make black.
Secondary colours - If you mix two primary colours
together (such as red and yellow) you will get a
secondary colour (orange). All secondary colours are
made by mixing two primary colours. Secondary colours
are the colours green, purple and orange. If you mix red
and yellow you get orange, if you mix red and blue you
get purple, and if you mix blue and yellow you get green.

Primary colours red, yellow and blue

Secondary colours orange, green and purple

warm and cool colours
Warm colours - Warm colours are made with red, orange
and yellow, and any combinations of these colours, and
similar colours. Warm colours tend to make you think of
warm things, like heat or sunlight.
Cool colours - Cool colours are made of colours like
green, blue and light purple. Cool colours can help you
feel calm and cool, and make you think of things like
water or the sky.

Warm colours red, orange and yellow

Cool colours green, blue and purple

complementary colours
Complementary colours - Complementary colours are
those that are opposite each other on the colour. When
these two colours are next to each other, both colours
will appear brighter. Red and green are complementary
colours, blue and orange are complementary colours,
and purple and yellow are complementary colours.

Complementary colours Red and green

Complementary colours blue and orange

Complementary colours purple and yellow

