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Power Grab Scenarios
Instructions:
• Read each scenario. 
• Describe how the scenario illustrates a failing of the balance of power.
• Find an article in the Australian Constitution that outlines how the arms of power acted unlawfully.

Scenario: Describe the abuse of power that occurred in 
the scenario:

Note the section of the Australian Constitution that 
relates to the scenario:

Scenario 1:
In an attempt to save money, the 
Executive has decided to reduce the 
number of senators representing each 
state to three.

Scenario 2:
The Judiciary orders all those in the 
Navy to step down from their posts for 
the foreseeable future.

Scenario 3:
The Senate discusses a bill and gives 
their approval after taking a vote 
where 19 senators are present.

Scenario 4:
The Judiciary refuses to hear an appeal 
from the party who was unhappy with 
the ruling from their case.  



Scenario 5:
The Governor General increases their 
salary with the approval of the Execu-
tive.

Scenario 6:
A bill is raised in Parliament that will di-
rectly impact Queensland; it is decided 
that Queensland Members of Parlia-
ment will be awarded two votes each.

Scenario 7:
The Judiciary decides that juries will 
no longer exist and that only judges 
will make decisions on charges against 
Commonwealth laws.

Scenario 8:
After the resignation of several mem-
bers of the House of Representatives, 
senators from those states step in to 
take a seat in both the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Senate.
Scenario 9:
The Senate and House of Representa-
tives are unable to come to an agree-
ment on a bill leading the Governor-
General to call a double dissolution 
eight weeks out from an election.

Scenario 10:
A member of the Judiciary due for re-
tirement refuses to step down follow-
ing their 70th birthday.
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