
Q. Who has the largest representation of homelessness in Australia, 
men or women?

A. Men= 58%, Women = 42%

Q. How many people were identified as homeless in Australia on 
Census night in 2016?

A. 116,427 people

Q. How many homeless people accessed specialist accommodation 
services in 2014-2015?

A. 255,657 people. Requiring approximately  
seven million nights of accommodation.

Q. What is one of the three main reasons people become homeless?

A. 24% escaping violence, 20% financial difficulties, 16% housing crisis

Q. What fraction of people accessing accommodation assistance 
required intensive and/or ongoing assistance with mental health issues?

A. Approximately one third.  

Q. Which factor is the leading cause of homelessness among women?
A. Domestic and family violence. 

Q. What percentage of people accessing accommodation assistance 
reported having a mental health problem?

A. 12%

Q. What percentage of people accessing accommodation assistance 
reported having a substance abuse problem?

A. 19%



Q. What percentage of all people accessing the support of specialist 
homelessness services were young people under 18 years of age?

A. Nearly half (45.2%)

Q. True or False. It is estimated to cost $1 million per year, for the 
specialist homelessness services to support 50,000 children in Australia.

A. False. It is $1 billion per annum.

Q. Sleeping rough is defined as having no shelter. Who has the greatest 
risk of ‘sleeping rough,’ men or women?

A. 67.6% are men, and 32.4% are women. 

Q. What ratio of young Australians (15-24) are currently living in  
poverty?

A. 1 in 6 Australians aged 15 to 24. 

Q. Are males or females more likely to seek support from specialist 
homelessness services?

A. Research suggests, females are more likely to seek support.

Q. In 2006, which age group had the highest incidence of homelessness 
in Australia? Under 12, 12 to 18 years, 19 to 24 years, 45 to 54 years, 55 
years plus

A. 12 to 18 years

Q. The Federal Government is aiming to halve homelessness by 2020. 
Has homelessness increased or decreased since they announced their 
goals?

A. Increased by 13.7% from 2011 to 2016

Q. What percentage of people deemed homeless, are using severely 
overcrowded dwellings?

A. 44% of people deemed homeless are  
accessing severely overcrowded residences.



Q. Who has a greater risk of becoming homeless, people from non-
English speaking backgrounds, or people from English speaking 
backgrounds?

A. People from non-English speaking backgrounds are  
6 times more likely to become homeless.

Q. What are some of the child health related implications linked to 
homelessness?

A. Homeless children have an increased risk of: infection and illness, poor 
nutrition, mental health issues, behavioural problems and low self-esteem.

Q. How many children were ‘sleeping rough’ on the streets on census 
night in 2011?

A. 402 were ‘sleeping rough’ on the streets, and  
17,845 children under 12 were identified as homeless. 

Q. Identify one of the leading causes of homelessness, according to the 
National Approach for Reducing Homelessness (2006).

A. Poverty; long term unemployment; poor education; violence;  
mental health problems; disability and substance abuse.

Q. What percentage of people identified as homeless on census night in 
2011, were Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders?

A. Approximately 25%.  

Q. People with disabilities make up about 18% of the general 
population. What percentage of people accessing specialist homeless 
services are identified as having a disability?

A. Approx. 25% of the clients accessing specialist  
homeless services are identified as having a disability.

Q. Give one educational impact that homeless children are likely to face.

A. Homeless children have an increased risk of: emotional isolation, 
discrimination, academic and learning delays and increased likelihood 

of leaving school early.


