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Alternative Introduction Activity 

Who Is Adam Goodes?
OPTION: If students have little to no knowledge of who Adam Goodes is or any of his 
achievements, you may choose to complete an alternative introduction activity which includes 
showing the video of Adam Goodes’ ‘Australian of the Year’ speech (at Step 4 below) and 
facilitating a class discussion using suggested discussion questions.

Step 1. Introduce the lesson by asking students if they have heard of Adam Goodes and if so 
what they know about him. This is a good opportunity to see what they already know about his 
sporting achievements, support for social change as well as their understanding of his proud 
Aboriginal identity. 

Step 2. Provide students with a copy of the Adam Goodes Profile, or project an electronic copy 
so that students can see it. Read through the information as a class, taking time to ensure 
students recognise his achievements on and off the football field. 

Step 3. Explain to students that Adam Goodes was awarded the Australian of the Year in 2014 
for his work with sport and community programs which gave him a national platform to draw 
attention to issues faced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. His acceptance speech 
highlights his values and his hopes for Australia. 

Write the following question on the board: 

What does this acceptance speech say about Adam Goodes’ character, experiences and hopes for 
Australia?

Invite students to think about this question as they watch Adam Goodes’ acceptance speech. 

Step 4. Ensure all students can see the screen and show the following clip to the class.

Adam Goodes - Australian of the Year 2014 Acceptance Speech

Step 5. After viewing the speech, facilitate a class discussion using the question as a prompt to 
encourage students to think about Adam Goodes as a person and what he values. 

Step 6. Explain to students that a film has recently been made using only archival footage and 
media material from the final years of Adam Goodes’ career called The Final Quarter. 

Using the discussion themes, characteristics and events as the prompt, ask the class “Why would 
you make a film about Adam Goodes?” 

Ensure all students can see the screen and show the film trailer to the class.

The Final Quarter Trailer
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Step 7. Provide each student with a copy of a the Film Review published in The Guardian in 2019 
titled, “The Final Quarter review - exhilarating Adam Goodes documentary pulses with urgency”.
(https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/may/30/the-final-quarter-review-exhilarating-adam-
goodes-documentary-pulses-with-urgency)

Explain to students that they will now read through the review as a class, and that they are 
encouraged to ask questions to clarify information about the film and the events that it 
portrays. 

Step 8. After watching the trailer and reading The Guardian review of the film, invite students to 
participate in a brief class discussion using the following questions as a guide:

• What do you think are the key themes/messages of the film are?
• Why do you think the film maker created the film?
• What questions do you have about the film?
• Why is it important to critically engage with film reviews, and to understand that a given 

theme can be both represented and responded to in a diversity of ways?

NOTE: Themes that students may suggest could include: racism, understanding Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander identities and experiences, belonging and respect, standing up against 
racism and bullying, truth telling, the power of the Media, critically engaging with the Media, 
actively listening to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices and perspectives, fostering 
reconciliation in Australia. 

Depending on your group, you may need to spend time investigating these themes and ideas 
further to ensure students are prepared and ready to watch the full film. 


