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Food Waste Worksheet  - Year 10
Your task is to work independently or in groups to develop an inquiry question or series 
of questions, and then plan and undertake an inquiry that explores an environmental cost 
associated with food waste.

You will need to investigate the environmental changes resulting from food production and 
what this means for our environment when food is wasted. You could either focus on:

• One type of food (for example, apples or meat) – this could include looking at where this 
food is grown/produced and what environmental challenges are particular to this area, what 
production processes this food goes through and what environmental costs are associated 
with these processes

• One type of environmental change (for example, water use, biodiversity loss, atmospheric 
pollution, land degradation) – this could include looking at the role of food production in this 
environmental change, and whether there are particular foods that are more ‘costly’ that 
others in the context of this environmental change. 

In addition, you should explain how the issue you are looking at relates to sustainability (e.g. 
what challenges does your issue pose for sustainability?). 

You will need to develop a question or series of questions around this issue that can be 
answered through inquiry. You can then plan how you will answer these questions.

When answering your question/s you may need to conduct research online, in the library, 
through surveys or interviews or by contacting an expert. 

You should create a presentation to share your work with the class. The presentation should 
include:

• The question/s you developed and why you chose these questions
• A description of the issue you are looking at and how it relates to food waste 
• How the issue you are looking at relates to sustainability
• Visual aids, such as maps and images
• Relevant information about the food they are investigating
• How you answered your questions (what sources did you use?)
• Suggestions for what could be done to solve this food waste issue.


