
Page 1

E-Waste Scenarios
Scenario 1. Your neighbours bought a new fridge with an ice dispenser in the 
door. You love it and you want one for yourself. Your current fridge works fine and 
looks fine and of course you could make ice in the freezer, but the ice dispenser is 
pretty cool. Do you buy the new fridge?

Scenario 2. A new video game has come out and everyone is playing it. However, 
you can’t play this game on your older model console; instead you’ll need to buy a 
new console to play your new game. But you won’t be able to play your favourite 
older games on your new console. Do you buy the new console?

Scenario 3. The other day you were drying your hair with the hair dryer before 
school when there was a little `POP!’ and the hair dryer stopped working. You 
switched it on and off a few times and then unplugged it and tried to clean it but 
it’s still not working. You need dry hair on the cold walk to school. Do you buy the 
new hair dryer?

Scenario 4. You have two TVs at home, one in the study and one in the lounge 
room. The remote control for the one in the lounge room has stopped working. 
Your mum wants to get a new TV anyway, but it still works really well, you just 
have to press the actual buttons below the screen. And anyway, you could always 
swap this TV for the one in the study that doesn’t get used very often. Do you buy 
a new TV?

Scenario 5. You have a lamp in your room that used to belong to your big brother 
and before him, your uncle. It still works but has started flickering and the plug 
keeps wobbling out of the socket. It doesn’t seem very safe even if it works ok 
most of the time, so long as you don’t touch it. Do you buy a new lamp? 

Scenario 6. You have just moved into a new apartment with your family. In your 
old apartment block, you had a laundry in the basement where everyone washed 
their clothes. In your new apartment block there is no laundry, and the closest 
laundromat is 2.5km away which would mean getting into the car every time 
you needed to do washing, which would be often with five people in your family. 
Your family would like their own washing machine. Do you buy a new washing 
machine?


