
Strawpocalypse by Benjamin Von Wong
This sculpture (3.3 meters 
high) of a parting wave is 
constructed from straws and 
plastic bags and designed by 
artist Benjamin Von Wong. 
Von Wong and his team  
managed to gather 168,000 
plastic straws over the 
course of six months. They 
washed and sorted the 
straws by colour: green, 
black, and blue straws were 
used for the wave, white for 
the froth, and yellow for the 
sand. Transparent straws 
were also used to fill in any 
inbetween spaces. In  
creating this artwork Van 
Wong was inspired by the 
phrase: “It’s just one straw, 
said 8 billion people.” He says 
that “although this  
installation is made from 
straws, it isn’t just about 
straws. It’s about taking a 
first step towards paying  
attention to the plastic  
epidemic threatening the 
oceans we rely on.”

Source: https://mymodernmet.com/von-wong-plastic-straw-waste/



Plastic Ocean by Tan Zi Xi
This artwork by Tan Zi Xi is 
titled Plastic Ocean, and is 
made up of hundreds of 
plastic bottles and cartons 
hung low from the ceiling 
under a dim blue light. The 
walls have been replaced 
with mirrors and plastic is 
all one sees in the infinity 
room. Tan Zi Xi says about 
her artwork: “plastic waste 
collected hangs motionless in 
the stillness of the space and 
reflects an ocean that is  
highly cluttered with plastic 
that takes 1,000 years to 
degrade. Every thought-
less flick of plastic into your 
dustbin may contribute to 
the swirling mass of plastic 
drifting across our oceans. 
If we humans have already 
produced more plastic within 
the past ten years than the 
whole of the last century, will 
this plastic ocean be a  
microcosm of the future 
state of our waters?”

Source: https://homegrown.co.in/article/802010/plastic-ocean-installation-at-mumbai-s-new-art-district-is-a-
grim-reality-check



Octopus by Denise Hughes
This artwork by Denise 
Hughes is made from  
between 1,500 and 2,500 
collected plastic bottle caps. 
After watching a film about 
plastic pollution, Denise did 
some more research and 
found that plastic bottle tops 
float and because most of 
them have a reflective  
quality, mother birds pick 
them out of the water to feed 
to their babies. “I just thought 
I needed to do something 
about this,” Hughes said. “I 
want to take this to another 
level.” And so she created 
artworks with the bottle tops 
to raise awareness about 
plastic waste in our oceans.

Source: https://denisehughes.com/upcycled-plastic and https://www.waltermagazine.com/people/denise-
hughes-from-earthly-trash-to-maritime-treasure/



Fish by Washed Ashore
This artwork has been  
created by a group of artists 
who work together for an 
organisation called Washed 
Ashore. Washed Ashore 
builds and exhibits art to 
educate people about  
plastic pollution in the ocean 
and waterways. The aim is 
to spark positive changes in 
consumer habits. This  
artwork has been created  
using pieces of plastic  
collected from beaches. The 
artists clean each piece of 
plastic and use them in their 
creative sculptures which 
are then displayed in public 
places. For images of the 
beaches the plastic pieces 
were collected from, the  
processes involved in  
creating this artworks (and 
others) and for more images 
of this sculpture (and others), 
visit: https://washedashore.
org/photos/

Source: https://washedashore.org/



PENALTY – Europe by Mandy Barker
This artwork is called  
PENALTY – Europe and is by 
Mandy Barker. This picture 
shows 633 pieces of plastic 
footballs that were collected 
from 23 countries and  
islands within Europe in just 
4 months. Mandy works with 
scientists to collect waste 
from our oceans and  
beaches around the world. 
She says: “The aim of my 
work is to engage with and 
stimulate an emotional 
response in the viewer by 
combining a contradiction 
between initial aesthetic 
attraction along with the 
subsequent message of 
awareness. The research 
process is a vital part of my 
development as the images I 
make are based on scientific 
fact which is essential to the 
integrity of my work.”

Source: https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2018/04/plastic-marine-debrisby-mandy-barker/


