Ant-mimicking Spider
Common Name: Ant-mimicking
spider
Scientific name: Myrmarachne sp.
(species unspecified)
The Ant-mimicking spider was
found in the east Kimberley region
of Western Australia, during
a survey of the Karunjie and
Durack properties. The area is
in a relatively dry corridor of the
Kimberley, mostly characterised
by savanna woodland. This spider
is an ant-mimicking genus of
jumping spiders. It has a false waist, to look more like an ant, and also behaves like an
ant by waving its front pair of legs above its head like antennae. It also moves in a zig-zag
pattern of movement that is more like ants than spiders. Spiders mimic ants for defense,
as many predators avoid ants due to their aggression. Like other jumping spiders, the
ant-mimicking spider hunts insects for food.

Peacock Spider
Common name: Peacock Spider
Scientific name: Maratus lincunxin
Queensland Museum scientist
Dr Barbara Baehr discovered
Maratus lincunxin during the
Bush Blitz at Carnarvon Station
in western Queensland. The
reserve sits within the Brigalow
Belt bioregion, which is one of
the most extensive, fertile and
well watered areas in Northern
Australia. The vast majority of this
bioregion has been cleared of
vegetation for agriculture. The area
contains mostly lowland woodlands and grasslands (bluegrass downs). Dr Baehr decided
to name the species in honor of famous ballet dancer - Li Cunxin, after a visit to the
ballet with her daughter. Besides their sweet dance moves, peacock spiders, which are
jumping spiders endemic to Australia, are known for their colorful abdomens - Maratus
lincunxin’s, for instance, is bright blue. As a genus of jumping spider, they have large
telescopic eyes, which assist them in hunting their prey.
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Bee Fly
Common name: Bee Fly
Scientific name: Villa QKBB sp.2 nr
trivincula
This Bee Fly was found in the Cape
York Peninsula, Quinkan Country,
Queensland. The vegetation in the
area is dominated by forest and
woodland.
The fly larvae generally live as
parasites of wasps and bees.
Once adults, they feed on nectar
and pollen, some bee flies are
important pollinators. Villa species
are found on all continents, apart from Antarctica.

Woolly Bear Moth
Common name: Woolly Bear Moth
Scientific name: Pterolocera sp.
(species unspecified)
This new Woolly Bear moth was
discovered on the Lake Condah
Bush Blitz. Lake Condah lies within
the Victorian Volcanic Plains
Bioregion. The geology of the
region is predominantly weathered
basalt rocks laid down by the
eruption and lava flows from
Mount Eccles about 20,000 years
ago. The majority of vegetation is
classified as Stony Rises Woodland.
The large antennae of the males of Woolly Bear Moths are used to smell the
pheromones emitted by females. Females are flightless and grass-feeding, which means
species in this genus are generally confined to small areas. Bats and small birds hunt
these moths for food.
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Dragonfly
Common name : Dragonfly
Scientific name: Orthetrum
caledonicum
This dragonfly was found
in the Cape York Peninsula,
Quinkan Country, Queensland.
The vegetation in the area
is dominated by forest and
woodland.
Dragonflies were one of the first
insects to evolve, appearing in the
fossil record about 300 million
years ago. They are skilled flyers, hunting gnats, mosquitos and other small bugs by
ambushing them in the air. Dragonflies have two sets of wings with muscles in the
thorax that can work each wing independently.

Mantispid Lacewing
Common name: Mantispid
Lacewing
Scientific name: Mantispidae sp.
(species unspecified)
This Mantispid lacewing was
found on the Neds Corner Bush
Blitz. Neds Corner Station is
located in the north-western
corner of Victoria, within the semiarid Murray Darling Depression
bioregion. Neds Corner Station
lies where the arid and semi-arid
climatic zones meet. The station
includes six major vegetation communities (Red Gum Floodplain Forest, Black Box
Floodplain Woodland, Semi‑arid Woodlands, Chenopod Shrublands, Lignum Shrublands
and Wetlands, and Mallee Woodlands).
They have two pairs of wings and mantis-like front legs. The larvae are parasites of
spiders and the adults eat insects.
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Teddy Bear Bee
Common name: Teddy Bear Bee
Scientific name: Amegilla sp.
(species unspecified)
This species of Teddy Bear Bee
was discovered on the Quinkan
Bush Blitz, in the Cape York
Peninsula, Quinkan Country,
Queensland. The vegetation in the
area is dominated by forest and
woodland.
They are called Teddy Bear Bees
due to their fluffy appearance.
These types of bees are solitary,
unlike european honey bees which live in colonies. The Teddy Bear Bee from Quinkan
was discovered on a hibiscus flower. They have two pairs of wings and are important
pollinators.

Semi-slug
Common name: Semi-slug
Scientific name: Helicarion sp.
(species unspecified)
This semi-slug was discovered
on a Bush Blitz in Tasmania.
They are common amongst logs
and litter on the floor of wetter
forests throughout Tasmania and
elsewhere in Australia.
Its shell is too small for its body, so
it represents an intermediate stage
of evolution between snails and
slugs. During courtship, they shoot several projectiles, called love darts, at their potential
mate. Their mate will then shoot darts back at them. They are mostly herbivorous,
consuming leaves, stems, soft bark, fruit, vegetables, fungi and algae.
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Springtail
Common name: Springtail
Scientific name: Collembola sp.
(species unspecified)
This springtail was discovered
on a Bush Blitz in Tasmania.
The vegetation in the reserves is
dominated by eucalypt forest and
woodland, and includes a diverse
range of alpine and sub-alpine
communities. They are most
commonly found on or near the
soil surface, usually associated
with decaying vegetable
matter, in rotten logs, under rock
or the bark of trees.
Springtails are very small, soft bodied detritivores, feeding on mostly decaying vegetable
matter, although fungi, algae and lichens are also an important food source for many
species.

Velvet Worm
Common name: Velvet Worm
Scientific name: Ooperipatellus sp.
(species unspecified)
This velvet worm was discovered
on a Bush Blitz in Tasmania.
The vegetation in the reserves
is dominated by eucalypt forest
and woodland, and includes a
diverse range of alpine and subalpine communities. Rotting logs
comprise prime habitat for velvet
worms. This one was found in
isolated patches of wet
forest or rainforest.
Velvet worms are ambush predators, feeding on termites, woodlice, small spiders and
other insects their own size or smaller. They
capture prey by squirting a glue-like slime.
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Nudibranch or Sea Slug
Common name: Nudibranch or
sea slug
Scientific name: Nudibranchia sp.
(species unspecified)
These three specimens were
collected on the Bush Blitz to
Cape Range NP. Cape Range
National Park boasts spectacular
rocky gorges carved by ancient
rivers that adjoin one of the most
pristine and beautiful coastlines in
the world.
Nudibranchs are exclusively
carnivorous, and, depending on the family and the species, often feed on a specific
species of prey. Some species, for instance, feed only on mollusc eggs, others on a
particular species of sponge.
The Nudibranch order of marine invertebrates still has heaps of undescribed species,
with lots of potential for new discoveries.
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