
Platypus are one of only two monotremes in the whole world. Monotremes
are mammals that lay eggs instead of giving birth to live young.

Platypus are covered with dense, dark brown, waterproof fur, which keeps
them warm.

Platypus can stay underwater for between 30 and 140 seconds (which is
almost two and a half minutes.

When British scientists first saw a platypus, they thought it was so weird
that it had to be a made up creature. They thought someone had sewn a
duck head to the body of an otter and sent it back from Australia as a joke.

After they hatch, puggles suckle milk from their mothers, just like cows.

Platypus’s webbed feet are tipped with sharp claws for digging burrows.

Platypus do not have teeth, but grind their food between the plates of their
bills before swallowing.

Male platypus have a venomous spur on their back legs. Their venom can
cause humans extreme pain, but it is not lethal.



When a female Platypus is pregnant, she will spend some time making her
burrow into a complicated maze. At the end, she builds a nest of wet reeds
and mud, to keep her babies from drying out. Then she lays her eggs. After
around 3 to 4 months, the puggles leave the nest to live on their own.

When not foraging for food, Platypus spend most of their time in their
burrows dug into the bank of a river, creek, or billabong.

Platypus are great swimmers, and can be found in freshwater mostly in
Queensland and New South Wales, as well as in Victoria and Tasmania.

Platypus feed mainly during the night.

A baby platypus is called a puggle.

Platypus mainly eat aquatic invertebrates (water insects), as well as
tadpoles, snails, small fish, worms, and sometimes moths if they can catch
them resting on the surface of the water.

Platypus can swim through fast waters at a speed of around 1m per
second.

A female platypus will lay 1 to 3 eggs at a time.

Platypus close their eyes, ears and nostrils when foraging underwater,
instead using the electrical receptors on its bill to sense the electrical
currents of their prey.

Platypus eggs take around 10 days to hatch.

The platypus is on the Australian 20c coin.

Platypus have a bill and webbed feet like a duck, as well as a flattened tail
like a beaver.


