
Careers in donation and 
transplantation 
There are many challenging and rapidly changing career 
opportunities across medicine, nursing, science, allied health  
and other fields where the focus is donation or transplantation.  
The roles listed below show how diverse the skills and knowledge 
are of the various members of the big team that make donation  
and transplantation possible.

Registered Nurses

Intensive care: Intensive care nurses care for critically ill patients. Some patients become organ and 
tissue donors whilst others require care pre- or post-transplantation.

Operating theatre: Theatre nurses assist with surgical procedures and care of the patients who are 
having surgery for organ retrieval, tissue donation or organ and tissue transplantation.

Transplant wards/outpatient clinics: Nurses care for patients and their carers during and after 
transplantation.

Organ donor coordinators: Coordinate the overall organ donation process. They discuss donation with 
the family, collect and collate medical and social history information, look at whether or not the patient can 
be a donor, communicate with all people involved in making the donation happen, arrange the timing and 
logistics (such as planes, taxis, etc.) of surgical teams and transport of organs to transplant hospitals and 
provide support and information to family and staff.

Tissue donor coordinators: Coordinate the overall tissue donation process. They discuss donation 
with the family or living donor, obtain informed consent, collect and collate medical and social history 
information, communicate with all people involved in making the donation happen (in hospitals, funeral 
homes, age care), arrange the timing and logistics of tissue and provide support and information to living 
donors and the families of deceased donors about the outcomes of the donations.

Transplant coordinators: Manage the care of the patients before, during and after organ transplantation.

Dialysis nurses: Oversee safe dialysis for patients with kidney failure who are waiting for a transplant. 
Dialysis cleans the blood replacing some of the functions of the kidney.

Obstetric nurses: Facilitate the collection of donated birth tissues (e.g. amniotic membranes).



Doctors

Intensivists: Care for critically ill patients in intensive care units. Some patients become organ and tissue 
donors whilst others require care pre- or post-transplantation.

Anaesthetists: Care for patients during surgical procedures to ensure all body systems are functioning 
optimally.

Physicians: Care for patients through diagnosis and treatment of medical conditions which can result in 
organ failure, and continues care for them while waiting for and after transplantation.

Transplant surgeons: Specialise in organ retrieval and transplantation surgery.

Radiologists: Specialise in disease and injury diagnosis and treatment using medical imaging equipment 
such as X-ray, CT, MRI, ultrasound.

Immunologists: Specialise in studying and treatment of the body’s immune system to help prevent 
rejection of the donor organ.

Medical tissue bank director: Will ensure the donor and the donor’s tissues will not harbour any risk to 
a potential recipient. This will involve review of all information collected in the medico-social history and 
the results of the donor screening tests.

Specialist surgeons and dental surgeons: Specialise in the transplantation of tissue (e.g. burns 
surgeons for skin transplantation). Orthopaedic surgeons may also facilitate tissue removal (e.g. in living 
femoral head bone donation as part of a hip replacement surgery).

Allied Health Staff

Physiotherapists: Provide treatment and strategies to maintain or recover physical strength and exercise 
tolerance.

Pharmacists: Educate patients on safe use of medications, how they interact with other medications and 
their side effects.

Social workers: Provide emotional and practical support to the family of organ and tissue donors in the 
hospital, as well as to transplant patients and their carers.

Scientists

Laboratory: Laboratory scientists help catalogue, store and test biological material. They help match 
donors and recipients based on blood type and other immunological factors.

Microbiologists: Perform microbiological cultures from solutions or fragments of processed tissues to 
exclude growth of unacceptable microbes. 

Tissue processing: Scientists follow specific protocols in the preparation of safe and quality tissue 
transplants. 

Tissue product innovation: As the need arises, new grafts or changes in existing ones (e.g. format, 
packaging) may be required. The tissue bank scientists make sure proposed changes or innovative 
protocols meet safety and quality regulatory requirements.



Researchers 

Across various fields of medicine, nursing, science and allied health researchers develop new knowledge 
and understanding to improve treatments, care and outcomes of organ and tissue transplantation.

An important emerging field is the research into bioengineered tissue and tissue/cell products. 

Technicians

Echocardiography: Sonographers use specialised equipment to examine the functions of the heart in 
both potential donors and transplant patients.

Perfusionists: Maintain circulation of blood and oxygen in the body during some operations such as 
heart, lung and liver transplantation.

Tissue retrieval teams: Ensure the respectful and efficient collection of tissues from deceased donors.

Other roles

Executive: The Chief Executive Officer oversees the Organ and Tissue Authority, and along with the 
National Medical Director and Chief Operating Officer, ensures the agency runs world’s best practise to 
optimise every potential organ and tissue donation for transplantation.

Tissue bank managers: Ensure efficiencies and the financial sustainability of tissue banks through good 
governance and planning.

Media and communications: Specialists are important in the communication of science to everyday 
people and in developing strategies and campaigns to help increase awareness of organ and tissue 
donation and transplantation.

Family support coordinators: Support organ donor families by offering them counselling services and 
support in the months after their loved one has donated.

Clinical programs, analytics and technology, governance and parliamentary and corporate teams: 
Help support policy development around organ donation and transplantation. They assist with drafting 
changes to legislation to ensure safe and consistent practices occur nationally. Public servants throughout 
the DonateLife agencies and Organ and Tissue Authority cover a wide range of services including 
managing the finance of the network, overseeing technology platforms used in the day-to-day running 
of the network and helping all agencies work towards the united goal of increasing organ donation and 
transplants.

For more information, visit www.donatelife.gov.au

http://www.donatelife.gov.au



