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Built
Safe, affordable and disaster resilient housing that are sustainable.

Making buildings disaster resilient reduces the cost of rebuilding after disaster strikes. This 
needs to be extended to lower income families who may not be able to afford a mortgage.
Housing is a really important step to maintaining the health and wellbeing of a community. It 
provides shelter, power, and a place to sleep. Imagine yourself on a normal evening and the 
power goes out. How will you complete your homework in the dark? This is an unfortunate 
situation for lots of  people, even in Australia. Extremely high temperatures create demand for 
electricity as people switch on their air conditioners in the summer. This is just an example of 
the issues we face. What issues come to mind about your community? Is it flood or cyclone 
prone? How will you tackle these issues in terms of housing? See below for some ideas you 
can brainstorm with your group.
Initiatives can include:

• Implementing a program to assess housing and make them more inclusive and resilient.
• Mapping out houses in the community that are at risk to identify problems that can be

fixed.
• Create a task force that can fix issues in houses or retrofit them to make them disaster

proof.
• Mapping out areas or land in the community that are at risk to identify problems.
• Implementing plans to prevent flood, fire, earthquakes or cyclones from causing damage

to housing.
The above ideas can be extended to businesses and public buildings. If people are able to 
continue to go to work in the event of a disaster then they are able to maintain their livelihoods 
and look after their families.

In the wake of the severe 
earthquake that hit Nepal 
earlier this year, Italian firm 
Barberio Colella ARC has 
designed a disaster shelter 
dubbed Just a Minute for 
displaced Nepalese 
peopleBarberio Colella ARC
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Social 
Creating Neighbourhood 
preparedness activities.
One of the main issues with hazards is that 
people don’t know how to respond and 
end up in danger. This puts a lot of stress 
on state emergency services. What sort of 
preparedness activities can you 
implement? How will you distribute this 
information to the community and consider 
vulnerable people? See below for ideas:

• Mailing out pamphlets or kits.
• Translating information in a variety of

languages
• Have someone who personally delivers

the information to vulnerable people.
• Creating meetings in local spaces like

parks or halls.
• Have a safety fair to draw in crowds.

Maintain local and indigenous cultures: 
Every community is made up of many identities, 
and with that comes a variety of cultural 
practices. This is what makes each community 
unique and creates cohesion among people. 
This is also how knowledge, stories, skills and 
culture are passed down from generation to 
generation. Priorities will be different amongst 
people and they need to be communicated and 
understood. This is to the benefit of everyone. 
Some ideas are below:

• Having fairs to celebrate different cultural 
aspects, ie sport, ethnicity, food,

• Regular community meetings to consult 
about the development of parks, 
buildings etc’

Maintaining cultural practices such as: 
• Religious and spiritual practices.
• Forms of artistic expression.
• Cultural institutions
• Natural resource management including 

cultural burning
• Housing and construction.
• Childcare practices.
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Economic

Is there a main source of income in your community? What assets will need to be protected 
from natural hazards so it continues to function economically in the event of a disaster? 
See below for other ideas:
• You might find some of these overlap with the built, social and environmental categories:
• Create plans to mitigate natural hazards on site
• Create plans to shift to remote working
• Building a workforce that can shift between skills and industries if their work is threatened.
• Developing buildings for businesses in safe zones away from areas that are at risk of natural

hazards.

Economic resilience is the ability to recover 
from, withstand, and manage after disaster. 
This is important so people can maintain their 
livelihoods and set goals for the future. 
Economic resilience can include many areas, 
such as land management and the built 
environment. For example, some economies 
rely on agriculture, and it is important to 
maintain the land so produce can continue to 
be farmed by people employed in the 
community. 

Creating opportunity for communities to 
withstand and rebuild after a hazard.
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Environmental

 This is a very big category! Our natural 
environment is the foundation of community. 
For example, communities are often created 
around vital resources such as water. Having 
access to these is what makes us all thrive. 
Our natural environment is a major 
contributor to our well being, food security 
and economic livelihoods. When spending 
time outdoors, what are the important things 
you need to see in your community? The 
beach, creeks, river, or is it rolling hills that 
are covered in trees? These need to be 
maintained so they can continue to thrive 
and nourish ecosystems and communities 
alike. See below for what may apply to your 
community. Once you have read the 
suggestions below, see if you can you come 
up with any yourself?

• Revise land use plans to protect
infrastructures such as roads,
parks, streets and transport

• Create management plans that
prevent, withstand, absorb impact
and protect from natural hazards
and/or disasters

• Organise community clean up
days to protect waterways

• Implement plans to maintain
ecosystems through professional
and community engagement

• Reducing carbon emissions by
upgrading public transport or
harness the environment to
passively power communities ie.
through wind, or solar.

Ensuring we take care of our natural and 
built environment.




